Discrimination
The word comes from the Latin discrimen which means “what separates”, so “discrimination” implies the act of separation/distinction. In opposition to universal human rights, in the socio-legal-political field the discriminatory acts come true assuming some features belonging or assigned to one or more people in order to separate or exclude them from the civil rights, if not from the common belonging to the human kind. 
Sex, race, language, religion, social condition and other physical and cultural features belonging to individuals or groups have been used for discriminatory or persecutory purposes, sometimes coming to the physical elimination of the discriminated people. 

The discrimination implies, therefore, the assumption of negative stereotypes, prejudicially put at the basis of a relationship, in order to affirm the corresponding positive stereotypes or rather to theorize about the superiority of the discriminant group, and strengthen its self-esteem.  
